Imminent  Danger  to  Niagara  Falls 

THE  POWER  COMPANIES  TRYING  TO  DEFEAT  THE  PLAIN  PURPOSE  OF  THE 
BURTON  BILL  BY  BRINGING  IN  ENORMOUS  QUANTITIES  OF  POWER  FROM  CANADA 


A prompt  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  necessary  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people,  which, 
as  expressed  by  President  Roosevelt,  is  that  “Nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  preservation  of  Niagara  Falls  in  all  their  beauty  and  majesty.” 


Canadian  Niagara  Danger 

The  hearing  to  take  place  before  Secretary  Taft,  November 
20,  1906,  at  Washington,  is  to  decide  as  to  what  quantities  of 
electrical  power,  generated  from  the  water  of  Niagara  river, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  from  Canada.  The 
Burton  bill  provides  that  not  exceeding  160,000  horse  power 
may  be  admitted,  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  he  may  within  six  months  also  issue  permits  for 
the  admission  of  additional  power  from  Canada  to  an  extent 
which,  in  connection  with  that  produced  on  the  Canadian  side, 
will  not  exceed  a total  of  350,000  hdrse  - power.  It  is  also 
expressly  provided  that  these  figures  are  not  to  be  construed  as 
a direction  to  admit  the  power,  but  merely  as  limitations.  The 
Secretary  controls  it  all,  under  the  law,  and  can  shut  it  all  out. 

Canadian  power  companies  propose  to  develop  a total  of 
about  425,000  horse-power,  and  it  might  be  thought  that  if  this 
power  is  not  sold  in  the  United  States  it  would  be  sold  in  Canada, 
so  that  it  would  make  little  difference  to  the  Falls  whether  the 
power  were  used  in  Canada  or  in  the  United  States. 

The  Hydro-Electric  Commission  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
reported  recently  that  if  all  the  industries  within  electric  radius 
of  Niagara,  in  Canada,  were  to  discard  their  engines  and  use 
electricity,  a total  of  less  than  50,000  horse-power  might  be 
used.  At  present,  not  half  this  amount  is  being  developed  and 
used  by  Canadian  industries.  Barely  ten  per  cent  of  the  vast 
amount  of  power  proposed  to  be  developed  in  Canada  can  be 
used  within  five  years  in  that  country,  and,  if  the  power  is  not 
transmitted  to  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  developed,  and 
the  Falls  will  not  be  depleted.  Thus  the  United  States  does 
have  power  in  Canada  in  respect  to  Niagara-made  electricity. 

If  Secretary  Taft  refuses  admission  to  the  electric  power  gen- 
erated in  Canada,  the  water  which  would  have  generated  it 
will  continue,  instead,  to  fall  in  majesty  over  the  great  cataract. 

A Tremendous  Depletion  of  Niagara  Proposed 

The  power-developing  companies  are  always  very  anxious 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  amount  of  water  they  want 
to  take  from  the  Niagara  river  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty 
of  the  Falls.  A recent  examination  of  the  tail-races  and  chan- 
nels intended  to  return  the  water  to  the  Niagara  river  after  it 
has  been  used  in  the  great  turbine  wheels  of  the  existing  Cana- 
dian power  plants,  shows  that  their  aggregate  section  is  68  x 72 
feet.  The  velocity  of  the  water  now  beginning  to  rush  through 
these  vast  channels  is  at  least  five  times  that  of  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river.  Is  it  likely  that  the  volume  of  water  which  will  pass  at 
Niagara  speed,  through  a channel  as  wide  as  a city  boulevard, 
and  as  deep  as  a six-story  office  building,  will  not  make  any 
difference  in  the  volume  of  the  Falls? 

Another  computation  shows  that  the  water  it  is  proposed  to 
abstract  on  the  Canadian  side  alone  would  make  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river  1,685  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep.  It  is  said  that  this 
will  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  scenic  grandeur  of 
Niagara  Falls,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  sober  finding  of 
the  American  members  of  the  International  Waterways  Com- 
mission that  “the  glory  of  Niagara  Falls  lies  in  its  volume  of 
water  rather  than  its  height  or  in  the  surrounding  scenery." 
Will  the  withdrawal  of  a deep  river,  nearly  a third  of  a mile 
wide,  at  Niagara  speed,  make  no  difference  ? 

A careful  comparison  has  been  made  of  the  effect  of  the 
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telegraphic  request  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  at 


withdrawal  of  the  water  above  Niagara  Falls  for  which  engage- 
ments have  already  been  entered  into,,  under  temporary  permits 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  volume  of  water  thus 
withdrawn  will  more  than  equal  the  present  average  outflow  at 
their  mouths  of  the  Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers  com- 
bined. Even  if  no  further  permits  are  granted,  this  amount  will 
inevitably  be  increased  by  the  additional  water  required  for  the 
Chicago  Drainage  Canal  and  the  Welland  Canal.  Will  any  one 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  enough  water  to  equal  that 
passed  into  the  ocean  by  the  three  great  rivers  named  cannot 
be  noticed  at  Niagara?  Of  course,  if  the  Canadians  continue  to 
narrow  the  Horseshoe  Fall — they  have  already  cut  off  500  feet 
of  it  to  accommodate  a power  company! — the  difference  will 
not  be  quite  so  noticeable. 

Considering  strictly  the  diversions  already  authorized  on 
the  American  side,  the  amount  likely  to  be  used  in  Canada,  and 
that  which  would  be  required  for  the  160,000  horse-power 
which  Secretary  Taft  has  been  asked  to  admit,  the  total 
amount  of  water  to  be  withdrawn  for  power  and  sanitary  pur- 
poses would  exceed  38,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  If  this  should 
be  considered  as  possessing  an  average  velocity  of  eight  feet 
per  second,  which  is  the  lowest  estimate  placed  upon  Niagara 
speed  near  the  shore,  and  not  in  the  center  of  the  rapids,  the 
volume  of  water  thus  to  be  withdrawn  would  equal  the  com- 
bined outflow  at  their  mouths  of  the  Susquehanna,  Potomac, 
Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers.  Is  it  less  than  absurd  to 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  so  vast  an  amount  of  water 
would  not  have  an  appreciable  effect  upon  the  Falls? 

The  engineers  who  insist  that  no  damage  will  be  done  to  the 
Falls,  and  those  who  bring  the  oldest  inhabitant  at  Niagara  to 
testify  that  he  cannot  see  any  difference,  have  also  insisted  that 
the  American  Fall  has  an  average  depth  of  four  feet.  Colonel 
Ernst  has  said  “They  do  not  know;  there  is  no  way  to  find  out. 
Some  parts  of  it  I know  are  not  over  a foot  deep.”  Unpreju- 
diced engineers  attached  to  the  two  great  reservations  at 
Niagara  have  reported  that  this  average  depth  of  water  over 
the  American  Fall  is  less  than  two  feet. 

Who  Benefits  by  Niagara  Power? 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  benefits  of  cheap  power  at 
Niagara,  but  little  has  been  said  as  to  who  is  to  get  these 
benefits.  A collateral  instance  may  well  be  cited.  It  is  an 
abstract  from  a paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lyon,  Secretary  of  the 
Western  Ontario  Municipal  Niagara  Power  Union,  delivered  at 
Toronto,  August  29,  1906.  He  takes  into  comparison  the 
recently  completed  destruction  of  the  beautiful  Falls  of  Mont- 
morency, near  Montreal,  and  tells  us  what  may  be  expected. 

“Now  what  can  we  expect  from  private  development  of  our 
waterpower?  Take  Montreal  as  an  example.  At  first  there  were 
three  competing  companies  and  power  was  sold  at  about  $40 
per  horse-power.  But,  as  is  always  the  case,  they  amalgamated, 
with  the  result  that  power  was  advanced  to  from  $50  to  $150 
per  horse-power,  and  it  is  openly  stated,  and  not  contradicted 
that  they  are  now  paying  7 per  cent  dividends  on  $24,000,000 
of  capital  with  only  $7,000,000  invested.  It  is  simply  a question 
of  what  the  traffic  will  bear.  As  cheap  as  coal  or  a little 
cheaper,  is  their  motto.  Now,  what  is  electric  energy  worth 
under  such  conditions?  It  is  of  little  value  to  the  public; 
nearly  all  the  value  belongs  to  the  companies  selling  the  power. 
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What  can  Toronto  expect  from  Niagara  under  company  devel- 
opment? There  is,  first,  the  Electric  Development  Company, 
then  the  Transmission  Company,  then  the  Distributing  Com- 
pany, then  tbe  Street  Railway  Company.  Toronto  has  had 
enough  experience  with  the  Street  Railway  Company  to  know 
what  to  expect.  Practically  the  same  men  control  each  and  all 
of  the  above-named  companies.  Each  company  is  expected  to 
water  its  own  stock,  each  would  pay  large  dividends,  and  the 
foundation  of  all  is  Niagara  Falls.’’ 

It  is  a fact  that  a network  of  corporations  already  stands 
between  the  water  of  which  Niagara  is  to  be  robbed  and  the 
aspiring  user  of  electric  power.  Buffalo,  the  large  city  closest 
to  Niagara,  has  not  had  any  reduction  of  price  in  its  electricity, 
except  that  under  threat  of  a municipally  owned  coal  driven 
plant,  the  price  of  lights  was  recently  reduced  from  #75  to  $56 
per  year,  the  latter  figure  being  $9  more  than  equivalent  lights 
are  sold  for  elsewhere  from  coal  made  electricity.  It  is  also 
said  that  already  arrangements  are  being  made  to  combine  the 
Niagara  properties  into  a trust,  through  the  medium  of  “a 
holding  company,”  including  one  American  and  three  Canadian 
companies. 

Killing  the  Goose  That  Lays  the  Golden  Egg 

The  International  Waterways  Commission  has  reported  that 
over  800,000  persons  visit  Niagara  Falls  every  year.  A conser- 
vative estimate  places  the  revenue,  which  is  widely  distributed, 
from  these  tourists  at  not  less  than  $16,000,000  a year.  That 
the  estimate  is  probably  conservative  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  on  a recent  day  18,000  persons  took  the  Gorge  ride  alone 
at  Niagara  Falls,  paying  each  one  dollar  therefor  to  the  com- 
panies which  obtain  electricity  from  Niagara  water  for  nothing, 
and  which,  having  the  opportunity,  charged  a dollar  for  a ride 
of  less  than  ten  miles.  To  destroy  Niagara  as  a scenic  spec- 
tacle would  certainly  not  increase  this  vast  tourist  business. 
Indeed,  to  destroy  the  Falls  would  be,  as  expressed  by  an 
interested  Frenchman,  who  insisted  that  the  Falls  belong 
to  all  the  world,  “ a harm  to  all  our  fellow-men.” 

The  Only  Way  to  Preserve  Niagara 

The  only  way  in  which  Niagara  can  be  safely  held  for  all 
the  people  as  a scenic  wonder  is  to  sharply  limit  or  altogether 
protect  the  use  of  its  water  for  the  production  of  power.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  twice  urged  upon  Congress  his  views  that 
Niagara  should  be  preserved  in  all  her  glory,  and  Congress  has, 
in  turn,  urged  upon  President  Roosevelt  the  institution  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  making  of  a treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  forever 
preserve  Niagara  Falls.  Such  negotiations  have  been  begun,  but 
they  can  be  of  little  effect  unless  the  United  States  shows,  by 
declining  to  receive  from  Canada  the  electricity  there  produced 
from  water  which  depletes  the  Falls,  that  she  really  means  to 
place  the  glories  of  scenery  above  the  profits  of  her  corpora- 
tions. A remonstrance  by  letter  or  telegram  to  Secretary  Taft 
before  the  hearing  of  November  20  will  aid  in  expressing  the 
will  of  any  interested  individual  that  Niagara  be  preserved 
unharmed. 

Niagara  Preservation  No  Harm  to  Chicago 

A most  erroneous  impression  has  arisen  in  Chicago  in  re- 
lation to  the  water  required  to  be  taken  from  Lake  Michigan 
for  the  use  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal,  and  which  the 
engineers  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission  insist 
must  be  considered  as  reducing  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
thus  as  depleting  Niagara  Falls. 

No  one  has  suggested  that  Chicago  should  not  have  every 
gallon  of  water  necessary  or  desirable  for  sanitary  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  great  work  of  her  drainage  canal.  She  is 
now  using  4,  r66  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  it  is  expected  and 
proposed  that  ultimately  a total  of  10,000  cubic  feet  may  be 
diverted,  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  sufficient  for  the  sanitary 
uses  of  a citv  of  5,000,000  population.  This  amount  of  water 
would  be  equal  to  about  1,300  gallons  per  day  for  each  person 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  when  she  has  reached  5.000.000.  As 
Colonel  Ernst,  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission, 
said:  “That  will  take  off  a good  deal  of  sewerage!’’ 


The  Chicago  newspapers  have  taken  the  view  that  the 
Niagara  preservation  agitation  has  procetded  at  the  instigation 
of  the  power  companies,  whom  they  accuse  of  “having  honey- 
combed the  American  bank  with  subterranean  waterways, 
greatly  reducing  the  flow  of  water  over  the  Falls.”  They  insist 
now  that  these  New  Yorkers  and  Canadians,  having  obtained 
all  the  water  they  want,  are  afraid  that  their  supply  may  be 
interfered  with  by  the  sanitary  necessities  of  Chicago. 

To  those  who  have  been  interested  in  the  movement  for  the 
preservation  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  have  expressed  at  every 
step  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  power  developments  at 
Niagara,  this  claim  seems  very  interesting,  even  though  abso- 
lutely erroneous.  Undoubtedly,  all  of  Chicago’s  legitimate 
needs  for  water  will  be  cared  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
without  action  by  Congress. 

The  Will  of  the  People  Being  Expressed 

That  action  is  proceeding  all  over  the  country  in  defence  of 
Niagara  Falls  is  shown  by  the  following  resolutions,  passed  on 
November  2,  1906,  by  the  State  Forestry  Reservation  Commis- 
sion of  Pennsylvania. 

“Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  shown 
beyond  dispute  that  they  earnestly  desire  to  protect  our  great 
natural  inheritance,  Niagara  Falls,  from  further  encroach- 
ment, as  was  shown  in  the  wide-spread  efforts  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  June  29,  known  as  the  Burton  bill ; be  it, 
therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  and  the  members  of  the 
State  Forestry  Reservation  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  unanimously  urge  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
use  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  further  encroachment 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Niagara  River,  believing  that  such  pre- 
vention of  further  encroachment  will  receive  the  sincere 
support  of  the  people  of  our  country.” 

Many  persons  believe  that  all  the  present  power  privileges 
should  be  unseated  and  the  Falls  restored  to  their  original 
majesty.  The  greedy  power  companies  have  themselves  to 
thank  for  this  view,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  that  of  all  the 
American  people  if  assaults  upon  the  Falls  be  continued.  A 
letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  City  Parks  Association 
of  Philadelphia,  representing  a large  number  of  subsidiary 
organizations,  to  Secretary  Taft,  strongly  points  this  view  that 
Niagara  should  be  restored  to  its  primeval  glory. 

“ The  City  Parks  Association  of  Philadelphia  protests  against 
the  consideration  of  Niagara  Falls  as  a mere  substitue  for  coal 
in  the  creation  of  dynamic  power.  We  urge,  not  merely  the 
complete  and  absolute  refusal  of  the  request  to  permit  the 
admission  of  160,000  electrical  horse-power  from  the  Canadian 
side,  but  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  power  houses  that  rear  their  ugly  heads  above  the  sur- 
face like  billboards  advertising  that  the  majesty  of  the  Falls  is 
merely  the  somewhat  interesting  mechanical  equivalent  of  cer- 
tain quantities  of  energy  from  the  use  of  which  the  stockholders 
of  certain  corporations  are  receiving  dividends  after  fully  pay- 
ing the  salaries  of  their  respective  officials 

“It  is  our  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  the  present  attempt 
to  secure  a privilege  that,  once  given,  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  revoke,  will  be  frustrated  by  your  action,  and  that  it 
will  result  in  the  satisfactory  restoration  of  the  magnificence  of 
the  great  American  cataract.” 

Is  America  Poor  Enough  to  Give  Up  Niagara? 

If  America  is  rich  enough  to  own  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  larger  in  area  than  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  con- 
taining a waterfall  twice  the  height  of  Niagara,  is  she  not  able 
to  own,  undamaged  by  power  developments,  the  far  more 
accessible  Niagara  Falls  ? 

Central  Park,  in  New  York  City,  is  worth  at  present  real  es- 
tate figures,  $22s,ooo,ooo.  The  total  capitalization  (including 
both  water  and  money)  of  the  Niagara  power  enterprises  is 
said  to  be  about  $40,000,000.  If  New  York  City  alone  can  af- 
ford Central  Park  for  health  and  pleasure,  cannot  the  whole 
wealthy  United  States  afford  to  hold  Niagara  Falls  for  glory, 
health  and  investment  ? 


Write  your  personal  protest  against  the  admission  of  Niagara-made  electrical  power  from  Canada  today. 
Address  Hon.  William  H.  Taft,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Imminent  Danger  to  Niagara  Fails 

THE  POWER  COMPANIES  TRYING  TO  DEFEAT  THE  PLAIN  PURPOSE  OF  THE 
BURTON  BILL  BY  BRINGING  IN  ENORMOUS  QUANTITIES  OF  POWER  FROM  CANADA 

A prompt  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  necessary  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people,  which, 
as  expressed  by  President  Roosevelt,  is  that  “Nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  preservation  of  Niagara  Falls  in  all  their  beauty  and  majesty.” 


Canadian  Niagara  Danger 

The  hearing  to  take  place  before  Secretary  Taft,  November 
20,  1906,  at  Washington,  is  to  decide  as  to  what  quantities  of 
electrical  power,  generated  from  the  water  of  Niagara  river, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  from  Canada.  The 
Burton  bill  provides  that  not  exceeding  160,000  horse-power 
may  be  admitted,  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  he  may  within  six  months  also  issue  permits  for 
the  admission  of  additional  power  from  Canada  to  an  extent 
which,  in  connection  with  that  produced  on  the  Canadian  side, 
will  not  exceed  a total  of  350,000  horse  - power.  It  is  also 
expressly  provided  that  these  figures  are  not  to  be  construed  as 
a direction  to  admit  the  power,  but  merely  as  limitations.  The 
Secretary  controls  it  all,  under  the  law,  and  can  shut  it  all  out. 

Canadian  power  companies  propose  to  develop  a total  of 
about  425,000  horse-power,  and  it  might  be  thought  that  if  this 
power  is  not  sold  in  the  United  States  it  would  be  sold  in  Canada, 
so  that  it  would  make  little  difference  to  the  Falls  whether  the 
power  were  used  in  Canada  or  in  the  United  States. 

The  Hydro-Electric  Commission  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
reported  recently  that  if  all  the  industries  within  electric  radius 
of  Niagara,  in  Canada,  were  to  discard  their  engines  and  use 
electricity,  a total  of  less  than  50,000  horse-power  might  be 
used.  At  present,  not  half  this  amount  is  being  developed  and 
used  by  Canadian  industries.  Barely  ten  per  cent  of  the  vast 
amount  of  power  proposed  to  be  developed  in  Canada  can  be 
used  within  five  years  in  that  country,  and,  if  the  power  is  not 
transmitted  to  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  developed,  and 
the  Falls  will  not  be  depleted.  Thus  the  United  States  does 
have  power  in  Canada  in  respect  to  Niagara-made  electricity. 
If  Secretary  Taft  refuses  admission  to  the  electric  power  gen- 
erated in  Canada,  the  water  which  would  have  generated  it 
will  continue,  instead,  to  fall  in  majesty  over  the  great  cataract. 

A Tremendous  Depletion  of  Niagara  Proposed 

The  power-developing  companies  are  always  very  anxious 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  amount  of  water  they  want 
to  take  from  the  Niagara  river  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty 
of  the  Falls.  A recent  examination  of  the  tail-races  and  chan- 
nels intended  to  return  the  water  to  the  Niagara  river  after  it 
has  been  used  in  the  great  turbine  wheels  of  the  existing  Cana- 
dian power  plants,  shows  that  their  aggregate  section  is  68  x 72 
feet.  The  velocity  of  the  water  now  beginning  to  rush  through 
these  vast  channels  is  at  least  five  times  that  of  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river.  Is  it  likely  that  the  volume  of  water  which  will  pass  at 
Niagara  speed,  through  a channel  as  wide  as  a city  boulevard, 
and  as  deep  as  a six-story  office  building,  will  not  make  any 
difference  in  the  volume  of  the  Falls? 

Another  computation  shows  that  the  water  it  is  proposed  to 
abstract  on  the  Canadian  side  alone  would  make  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river  1,685  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep.  It  is  said  that  this 
will  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  scenic  grandeur  of 
Niagara  Falls,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  sober  finding  of 
the  American  members  of  the  International  Waterways  Com- 
mission that  “the  glory  of  Niagara  Falls  lies  in  its  volume  of 
water  rather  than  its  height  or  in  the  surrounding  scenery.’’ 
Will  the  withdrawal  of  a deep  river,  nearly  a third  of  a mile 
wide,  at  Niagara  speed,  make  no  difference  ? 

A careful  comparison  has  been  made  of  the  effect  of  the 


withdrawal  of  the  water  above  Niagara  Falls  for  which  engage- 
ments have  already  been  entered  into,  under  temporary  permits 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  volume  of  water  thus 
withdrawn  will  more  than  equal  the  present  average  outflow  at 
their  mouths  of  the  Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  livers  com- 
bined. Even  if  no  further  permits  are  granted,  this  amount  will 
inevitably  be  increased  by  the  additional  water  required  for  the 
Chicago  Drainage  Canal  and  the  Welland  Canal.  Will  any  one 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  enough  water  to  equal  that 
passed  into  the  ocean  by  the  three  great  rivers  named  cannot 
be  noticed  at  Niagara?  Of  course,  if  the  Canadians  continue  to 
narrow  the  Horseshoe  Fall — they  have  already  cut  off  500  feet 
of  it  to  accommodate  a power  company! — the  difference  will 
not  be  quite  so  noticeable. 

Considering  strictly  the  diversions  already  authorized  on 
the  American  side,  the  amount  likely  to  be  used  in  Canada,  and 
that  which  would  be  required  for  the  160,000  horse-power 
which  Secretary  Taft  has  been  asked  to  admit,  the  total 
amount  of  water  to  be  withdrawn  for  power  and  sanitary  pur- 
poses would  exceed  38,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  If  this  should 
be  considered  as  possessing  an  average  velocity  of  eight  feet 
per  second,  which  is  the  lowest  estimate  placed  upon  Niagara 
speed  near  the  shore,  and  not  in  the  center  of  the  rapids,  the 
volume  of  water  thus  to  be  withdrawn  would  equal  the  com- 
bined outflow  at  their  mouths  of  the  Susquehanna,  Potomac, 
Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers.  Is  it  less  than  absurd  to 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  so  vast  an  amount  of  water 
would  not  have  an  appreciable  effect  upon  the  Falls? 

The  engineers  who  insist  that  no  damage  will  be  done  to  the 
Falls,  and  those  who  bring  the  oldest  inhabitant  at  Niagara  to 
testify  that  he  cannot  see  any  difference,  have  also  insisted  that 
the  American  Fall  has  an  average  depth  of  four  feet.  Colonel 
Ernst  has  said  “They  do  not  know;  there  is  no  way  to  find  out. 
Some  parts  of  it  I know  are  not  over  a foot  deep.'’  Unpreju- 
diced engineers  attached  to  the  two  great  reservations  at 
Niagara  have  reported  that  this  average  depth  of  water  over 
the  American  Fall  is  less  than  two  feet. 

Who  Benefits  by  Niagara  Power? 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  benefits  of  cheap  power  at 
Niagara,  but  little  has  been  said  as  to  who  is  to  get  these 
benefits.  A collateral  instance  may  well  be  cited.  It  is  an 
abstract  from  a paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lyon,  Secretary  of  the 
Western  Ontario  Municipal  Niagara  Power  Union,  delivered  at 
Toronto,  August  29,  1906.  He  takes  into  comparison  the 
recently  completed  destruction  of  the  beautiful  Falls  of  Mont- 
morency, near  Montreal,  and  tells  us  what  may  be  expected. 

“Now  what  can  we  expect  from  private  development  of  our 
waterpower?  Take  Montreal  as  an  example.  At  first  there  were 
three  competing  companies  and  power  was  sold  at  about  $40 
per  horse-power.  But,  as  is  always  the  case,  they  amalgamated, 
with  the  result  that  power  was  advanced  to  from  $50  to  $150 
per  horse-power,  and  it  is  openly  stated,  and  not  contradicted 
that  they  are  now  paying  7 per  cent  dividends  on  524,000,000 
of  capital  with  only  $7,000,000  invested.  It  is  simply  a question 
of  what  the  traffic  will  bear.  As  cheap  as  coal  or  a little 
cheaper,  is  their  motto.  Now,  what  is  electric  energy  worth 
under  such  conditions?  It  is  of  little  value  to  the  public; 
nearly  all  the  value  belongs  to  the  companies  selling  the  power. 


Issued  by  the  American  Civic  Association,  which  has  led  in  the  fight  for  Niagara  Preservation.  Additional  copies  may  be  had  on  mail  or 
telegraphic  request  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  at  Philadelphia,  or  the  President,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


,Vhat  can  Toronto  expect  from  Niagara  under  company  devel- 
opment ? ftiere  is,  first,  the  Electric  Development  Company, 
then  the  Transmission  Company,  then  the  Distributing  Com- 
pany, then  the  Street  Railway  Company.  Toronto  has  had 
enough  experience  with  the  Street  Railway  Company  to  know 
what  to  expect.  Practically  the  same  men  control  each  and  all 
of  the  above-named  companies.  Each  company  is  expected  to 
water  its  own  stock,  each  would  pay  large  dividends,  and  the 
foundation  of  all  is  Niagara  Falls.’’ 

It  is  a fact  that  a network  of  corporations  already  stands 
between  the  water  of  which  Niagara  is  to  be  robbed  and  the 
aspiring  user  of  electric  power.  Buffalo,  the  large  city  closest 
to  Niagara,  has  not  had  any  reduction  of  price  in  its  electricity, 
except  that  under  threat  of  a municipally  owned  coal  driven 
plant,  the  price  of  lights  was  recently  reduced  from  $75  to  #56 
per  year,  the  latter  figure  being  $9  more  than  equivalent  lights 
are  sold  for  elsewhere  from  coal  made  electricity.  It  is  also 
said  that  already  arrangements  are  being  made  to  combine  the 
Niagara  properties  into  a trust,  through  the  medium  of  “a 
holding  company,’’  including  one  American  and  three  Canadian 
companies. 

Killing  the  Goose  That  Lays  the  Golden  Egg 

The  International  Waterways  Commission  has  reported  that 
over  800,000  persons  visit  Niagara  Falls  every  year.  A conser- 
vative estimate  places  the  revenue,  which  is  widely  distributed, 
from  these  tourists  at  not  less  than  $16,000,000  a year.  That 
the  estimate  is  probably  conservative  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  on  a recent  day  18,000  persons  took  the  Gorge  ride  alone 
at  Niagara  Falls,  paying  each  one  dollar  therefor  to  the  com- 
panies which  obtain  electricity  from  Niagara  water  for  nothing, 
and  which,  having  the  opportunity,  charged  a dollar  for  a ride 
of  less  than  ten  miles.  To  destroy  Niagara  as  a scenic  spec- 
tacle would  certainly  not  increase  this  vast  tourist  business. 
Indeed,  to  destroy  the  Falls  would  be,  as  expressed  by  an 
interested  Frenchman,  who  insisted  that  the  Falls  belong 
to  all  the  world,  “ a harm  to  all  our  fellow-men.” 

The  Only  Way  to  Preserve  Niagara 

The  only  way  in  which  Niagara  can  be  safely  held  for  all 
the  people  as  a scenic  wonder  is  to  sharply  limit  or  altogether 
protect  the  use  of  its  water  for  the  production  of  power.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  twice  urged  upon  Congress  his  views  that 
Niagara  should  be  preserved  in  all  her  glory,  and  Congress  has, 
in  turn,  urged  upon  President  Roosevelt  the  institution  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  making  of  a treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  forever 
preserve  Niagara  Falls.  Such  negotiations  have  been  begun,  but 
they  can  be  of  little  effect  unless  the  United  States  shows,  by 
declining  to  receive  from  Canada  the  electricity  there  produced 
from  water  which  depletes  the  Falls,  that  she  really  means  to 
place  the  glories  of  scenery  above  the  profits  of  her  corpora- 
tions. A remonstrance  by  letter  or  telegram  to  Secretary  Taft 
before  the  hearing  of  November  20  will  aid  in  expressing  the 
will  of  any  interested  individual  that  Niagara  be  preserved 
unharmed. 

Niagara  Preservation  No  Harm  to  Chicago 

A most  erroneous  impression  has  arisen  in  Chicago  in  re- 
lation to  the  water  required  to  be  taken  from  Lake  Michigan 
for  the  use  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal,  and  which  the 
engineers  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission  insist 
must  be  considered  as  reducing  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
thus  as  depleting  Niagara  Falls. 

No  one  has  suggested  that  Chicago  should  not  have  every 
gallon  of  water  necessary  or  desirable  for  sanitary  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  great  work  of  her  drainage  canal.  She  is 
now  using  4,166  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  it  is  expected  and 
proposed  that  ultimately  a total  of  10,000  cubic  feet  may  be 
diverted,  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  sufficient  for  the  sanitary 
uses  of  a citv  of  5,000,000  population.  This  amount  of  water 
would  be  equal  to  about  1,300  gallons  per  day  for  each  person 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  when  she  has  reached  5.000.000.  As 
Colonel  Ernst,  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission, 
said:  “That  will  take  off  a good  deal  of  sewerage!” 


The  Chicago  newspapers  have  taken  the  view  that  the 
Niagara  preservation  agitation  has  procetded  at  the  instigation 
of  the  power  companies,  whom  they  accuse  of  “having  honey- 
combed the  American  bank  with  subterranean  waterways,  : 
greatly  reducing  the  flow  of  water  over  the  Falls.”  1 hey  insist 
now  that  these  New  Yorkers  and  Canadians,  having  obtained 
all  the  water  they  want,  are  afraid  that  their  supply  may  be 
interfered  with  by  the  sanitary  necessities  of  Chicago. 

To  those  who  have  been  interested  in  the  movement  for  the 
preservation  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  have  expressed  at  every 
step  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  power  developments  at 
Niagara,  this  claim  seems  very  interesting,  even  though  abso- 
lutely erroneous.  Undoubtedly,  all  of  Chicago’s  legitimate 
needs  for  water  will  be  cared  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
without  action  by  Congress. 

The  Will  of  the  People  Being  Expressed 

That  action  is  proceeding  all  over  the  country  in  defence  of 
Niagara  Falls  is  shown  by  the  following  resolutions,  passed  on 
November  2,  1906,  by  the  State  Forestry  Reservation  Comn„is- 
siou  of  Pennsylvania. 

“Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  shown 
beyond  dispute  that  they  earnestly  desire  to  protect  our  great 
natural  inheritance,  Niagara  Falls,  from  further  encroach- 
ment, as  was  shown  in  the  wide-spread  efforts  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  June  29,  known  as  the  Burton  bill ; be  it, 
therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  and  the  members  of  the 
State  Forestry  Reservation  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  unanimously  urge  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
use  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  further  encroachment 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Niagara  River,  believing  that  such  pre- 
vention of  further  encroachment  will  receive  the  sincere 
support  of  the  people  of  our  country.” 

Many  persons  believe  that  all  the  present  power  privileges 
should  be  unseated  and  the  Falls  restored  to  their  original 
majesty.  The  greedy  power  companies  have  themselves  to 
thank  for  this  view,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  that  of  all  the 
American  people  if  assaults  upon  the  Falls  be  continued.  A 
letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  City  Parks  Association 
of  Philadelphia,  representing  a large  number  of  subsidiary 
organizations,  to  Secretary  Taft,  strongly  points  this  view  that 
Niagara  should  be  restored  to  its  primeval  glory. 

“ TheCity  Parks  Association  of  Philadelphia  protests  against 
the  consideration  of  Niagara  Falls  as  a mere  substitue  for  coal 
in  the  creation  of  dynamic  power.  We  urge,  not  merely  the 
complete  and  absolute  refusal  of  the  request  to  permit  the 
admission  of  160,000  electrical  horse-power  from  the  Canadian 
side,  but  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  power  houses  that  rear  their  ugly  heads  above  the  sur- 
face like  billboards  advertising  that  the  majesty  of  the  Falls  is 
merely  the  somewhat  interesting  mechanical  equivalent  of  cer- 
tain quantities  of  energy  from  the  use  of  which  the  stockholders 
of  certain  corporations  are  receiving  dividends  after  fully  pay- 
ing the  salaries  of  their  respective  officials 

“ It  is  our  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  the  present  attempt 
to  secure  a privilege  that,  once  given,  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  revoke,  will  be  frustrated  by  your  action,  and  that  iti 
will  result  in  the  satisfactory  restoration  of  the  magnificence  of 
the  great  American  cataract.” 

Is  America  Poor  Enough  to  Give  Up  Niagara? 

If  America  is  rich  enough  to  own  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  larger  in  area  than  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  con- 
taining a waterfall  twice  the  height  of  Niagara,  is  she  not  able 
to  own,  undamaged  by  power  developments,  the  far  more 
accessible  Niagara  Falls  ? 

Central  Park,  in  New  York  City,  is  worth  at  present  real  es- 
tate figures,  $ 22s, 000, 000.  The  total  capitalization  (including 
both  water  and  money)  of  the  Niagara  power  enterprises  is 
said  to  be  about  $40,000,000.  If  New  York  City  alone  can  af- 
ford Central  Park  for  health  and  pleasure,  cannot  the  whole 
wealthy  United  States  afford  to  hold  Niagara  Falls  for  glory, 
health  and  investment  ? 


Write  your  personal  protest  against  the  admission  of  Niagara-made  electrical  power  from  Canada  today. 
Address  Hon.  William  H.  Taft,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Imminent  Danger  to  Niagara  Falls 

THE  POWER  COMPANIES  TRYING  TO  DEFEAT  THE  PLAIN  PURPOSE  OF  THE 
BURTON  BILL  BY  BRINGING  IN  ENORMOUS  QUANTITIES  OF  POWER  FROM  CANADA 


A prompt  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  necessary  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people,  which, 
as  expressed  by  President  Roosevelt,  is  that  “ Nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  preservation  of  Niagara  Falls  in  all  their  beauty  and  majesty.” 


Canadian  Niagara  Danger 

The  hearing  to  take  place  before  Secretary  Taft,  November 
20,  1906,  at  Washington,  is  to  decide  as  to  what  quantities  of 
electrical  power,  generated  from  the  water  of  Niagara  river, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  from  Canada.  The 
Burton  bill  provides  that  not  exceeding  160,000  horse-power 
may  be  admitted,  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  he  may  within  six  months  also  issue  permits  for 
the  admission  of  additional  power  from  Canada  to  an  extent 
which,  in  connection  with  that  produced  on  the  Canadian  side, 
will  not  exceed  a total  of  350,000  horse -power.  It  is  also 
expressly  provided  that  these  figures  are  not  to  be  construed  as 
a direction  to  admit  the  power,  but  merely  as  limitations.  The 
Secretary  controls  it  all,  under  the  law,  and  can  shut  it  all  out. 

Canadian  power  companies  propose  to  develop  a total  of 
about  425,000  horse-power,  and  it  might  be  thought  that  if  this 
power  is  not  sold  in  the  United  States  it  would  be  sold  in  Canada, 
so  that  it  would  make  little  difference  to  the  Falls  whether  the 
power  were  used  in  Canada  or  in  the  United  States. 

The  Hydro-Electric  Commission  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
reported  recently  that  if  all  the  industries  within  electric  radius 
of  Niagara,  in  Canada,  were  to  discard  their  engines  and  use 
electricity,  a total  of  less  than  50,000  horse-power  might  be 
used.  At  present,  not  half  this  amount  is  being  developed  and 
used  by  Canadian  industries.  Barely  ten  per  cent  of  the  vast 
amount  of  power  proposed  to  be  developed  in  Canada  can  be 
used  within  five  years  in  that  country,  and,  if  the  power  is  not 
i transmitted  to  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  developed,  and 
I the  Falls  will  not  be  depleted.  Thus  the  United  States  does 
i have  power  in  Canada  in  respect  to  Niagara-made  electricity. 

If  Secretary  Taft  refuses  admission  to  the  electric  power  gen- 
1 erated  in  Canada,  the  water  which  would  have  generated  it 
I will  continue,  instead,  to  fall  in  majesty  over  the  great  cataract. 

A Tremendous  Depletion  of  Niagara  Proposed 

The  power-developing  companies  are  always  very  anxious 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  amount  of  water  they  want 
to  take  from  the  Niagara  river  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty 
of  the  Falls.  A recent  examination  of  the  tail-races  and  cban- 
1 nels  intended  to  return  the  water  to  the  Niagara  river  after  it 
has  been  used  in  the  great  turbine  wheels  of  the  existing  Cana- 
dian  power  plants,  shows  that  their  aggregate  section  is  68  x 72 
; feet.  The  velocity  of  the  water  now  beginning  to  rush  through 
these  vast  channels  is  at  least  five  times  that  of  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river.  Is  it  likely  that  the  volume  of  water  which  will  pass  at 
Niagara  speed,  through  a channel  as  wide  as  a city  boulevard, 
and  as  deep  as  a six-story  office  building,  will  not  make  any 
difference  in  the  volume  of  the  Falls? 

Another  computation  shows  that  the  water  it  is  proposed  to 
abstract  on  the  Canadian  side  alone  would  make  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river  1,685  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep.  It  is  said  that  this 
will  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  scenic  grandeur  of 
Niagara  Falls,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  sober  finding  of 
the  American  members  of  the  International  Waterways  Com- 
mission that  “the  glory  of  Niagara  Falls  lies  in  its  volume  of 
water  rather  than  its  height  or  in  the  surrounding  scenery.” 
Will  the  withdrawal  of  a deep  river,  nearly  a third  of  a mile 
wide,  at  Niagara  speed,  make  no  difference  ? 

A careful  comparison  has  been  made  of  the  effect  of  the 


withdrawal  of  the  water  above  Niagara  Falls  for  which  engage- 
ments have  already  been  entered  into,  under  temporary  permits 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  volume  of  water  thus 
withdrawn  will  more  than  equal  the  present  average  outflow  at 
their  mouths  of  the  Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers  com- 
bined. Even  if  no  further  permits  are  granted,  this  amount  will 
inevitably  be  increased  by  the  additional  water  required  for  the 
Chicago  Drainage  Canal  and  the  Welland  Canal.  Will  any  one 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  enough  water  to  equal  that 
passed  into  the  ocean  by  the  three  great  rivers  named  cannot 
be  noticed  at  Niagara?  Of  course,  if  the  Canadians  continue  to 
narrow  the  Horseshoe  Fall — they  have  already  cut  off  500  feet 
of  it  to  accommodate  a power  company! — the  difference  will 
not  be  quite  so  noticeable. 

Considering  strictly  the  diversions  already  authorized  on 
the  American  side,  the  amount  likely  to  be  used  in  Canada,  and 
that  which  would  be  required  for  the  160,000  horse-power 
which  Secretary  Taft  has  been  asked  to  admit,  the  total 
amount  of  water  to  be  withdrawn  for  power  and  sanitary  pur- 
poses would  exceed  38,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  If  this  should 
be  considered  as  possessing  an  average  velocity  of  eight  feet 
per  second,  which  is  the  lowest  estimate  placed  upon  Niagara 
speed  near  the  shore,  and  not  in  the  center  of  the  rapids,  the 
volume  of  water  thus  to  be  withdrawn  would  equal  the  com- 
bined outflow  at  their  mouths  of  the  Susquehanna,  Potomac, 
Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers.  Is  it  less  than  absurd  to 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  so  vast  an  amount  of  water 
would  not  have  an  appreciable  effect  upon  the  Falls? 

The  engineers  who  insist  that  no  damage  will  be  done  to  the 
Falls,  and  those  who  bring  the  oldest  inhabitant  at  Niagara  to 
testify  that  he  cannot  see  any  difference,  have  also  insisted  that 
the  American  Fall  has  an  average  depth  of  four  feet.  Colonel 
Ernst  has  said  “They  do  not  know;  there  is  no  way  to  find  out. 
Some  parts  of  it  I know  are  not  over  a foot  deep.”  Unpreju- 
diced engineers  attached  to  the  two  great  reservations  at 
Niagara  have  reported  that  this  average  depth  of  water  over 
the  American  Fall  is  less  than  two  feet. 

Who  Benefits  by  Niagara  Power? 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  benefits  of  cheap  power  at 
Niagara,  but  little  has  been  said  as  to  who  is  to  get  these 
benefits.  A collateral  instance  may  well  be  cited.  It  is  an 
abstract  from  a paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lyon,  Secretary  of  the 
Western  Ontario  Municipal  Niagara  Power  Union,  delivered  at 
Toronto,  August  29,  1906.  He  takes  into  comparison  the 
recently  completed  destruction  of  the  beautiful  Falls  of  Mont- 
morency, near  Montreal,  and  tells  us  what  may  be  expected. 

“Now  what  can  we  expect  from  private  development  of  our 
waterpower?  Take  Montreal  as  an  example.  At  first  there  were 
three  competing  companies  and  power  was  sold  at  about  $40 
per  horse-power.  But,  as  is  always  the  case,  they  amalgamated, 
with  the  result  that  power  was  advanced  to  from  $50  to  $150 
per  horse-power,  and  it  is  openly  stated,  and  not  contradicted 
that  they  are  now  paying  7 per  cent  dividends  on  $24,000,000 
of  capital  with  only  $7,000,000  invested.  It  is  simply  a question 
of  what  the  traffic  will  bear.  As  cheap  as  coal  or  a little 
cheaper,  is  their  motto.  Now,  what  is  electric  energy  worth 
under  such  conditions?  It  is  of  little  value  to  the  public; 
nearly  all  the  value  belongs  to  the  companies  selling  the  power. 


Issued  by  the  American  Civic  Association,  which  has  led  in  the  fight  for  Niagara  Preservation.  Additional  copies  may  be  had  on  mail  or 
telegraphic  request  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  at  Philadelphia,  or  the  President,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


What  can  Toronto  expect  from  Niagara  under  company  devel- 
opment ? Ttrere  is,  first,  the  Electric  Development  Company, 
then  the  Transmission  Company,  then  the  Distributing  Com- 
pany, then  the  Street  Railway  Company.  Toronto  has  had 
enough  experience  with  the  Street  Railway  Company  to  know 
what  to  expect.  Practically  the  same  men  control  each  and  all 
of  the  above-named  companies.  Each  company  is  expected  to 
water  its  own  stock,  each  would  pay  large  dividends,  and  the 
foundation  of  all  is  Niagara  Falls.’’ 

It  is  a fact  that  a network  of  corporations  already  stands 
between  the  water  of  which  Niagara  is  to  be  robbed  and  the 
aspiring  user  of  electric  power.  Buffalo,  the  large  city  closest 
to  Niagara,  has  not  had  any  reduction  of  price  iu  its  electricity, 
except  that  under  threat  of  a municipally  owned  coal  driven 
plant,  the  price  of  lights  was  recently  reduced  from  #75  to  #56 
per  year,  the  latter  figure  being  $9  more  than  equivalent  lights 
are  sold  for  elsewhere  from  coal  made  electricity.  It  is  also 
said,  that  already  arrangements  are  being  made  to  combine  the 
Niagara  properties  into  a trust,  through  the  medium  of  “a 
holding  company,’’  includipg  one  American  and  three  Canadian 
companies. 

Killing  the  Goose  That  Lays  the  Golden  Egg 

The  Iliternational  Waterways  Commission  has  reported  that 
over  800, B60  persons  visit  Niagara  Falls  every  year.  A conser- 
vative estimate  places  the  revenue,  which  is  widely  distributed, 
from  these  tourists  at  not  less  thau  #16, 000, 000  a year.  That 
the  estimate  is  probably  conservative  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  on  a recent  day  18,000  persons  took  the  Gorge  ride  alone 
at  Niagara  Falls,  paying  each  one  dollar  therefor  to  the  com- 
panies which  obtain  electricity  from  Niagara  water  for  nothing, 
and  which,  having  the  opportunity,  charged  a dollar  for  a ride 
of  less  than  ten  miles.  To  destroy  Niagara  as  a scenic  spec- 
tacle would  certainly  not  increase  this  vast  tourist  business. 
Indeed,  to  destroy  the  Falls  would  be,  as  expressed  by  an 
interested  Frenchman,  who  insisted  that  the  Falls  belong 
to  all  the  world,  “a  harm  to  all  our  fellow-men.” 

The  Only  Way  to  Preserve  Niagara 

The  only  way  in  which  Niagara  can  be  safely  held  for  all 
the  people  as  a scenic  wonder  is  to  sharply  limit  or  altogether 
protect  the  use  of  its  water  for  the  production  of  power.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  twice  urged  upon  Congress  his  views  that 
Niagara  should  be  preserved  in  all  her  glory,  and  Congress  has, 
in  turn,  urged  upon  President  Roosevelt  the  institution  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  making  of  a treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  forever 
preserve  Niagara  Falls.  Such  negotiations  have  been  begun,  but 
they  can  be  of  little  effect  unless  the  United  States  shows,  by 
declining  to  receive  from  Canada  the  electricity  there  produced 
from  water  which  depletes  the  Falls,  that  she  really  means  to 
place  the  glories  of  scenery  above  the  profits  of  her  corpora- 
tions. A remonstrance  by  letter  or  telegram  to  Secretary  Taft 
before  the  hearing  of  November  20  will  aid  in  expressing  the 
will  of  any  interested  individual  that  Niagara  be  preserved 
unharmed. 

Niagara  Preservation  No  Harm  to  Chicago 

A most  erroneous  impression  has  arisen  in  Chicago  in  re- 
lation to  the  water  required  to  be  taken  from  Lake  Michigan 
for  the  use  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal,  and  which  the 
engineers  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission  insist 
must  be  considered  as  reducing  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
thus  as  depleting  Niagara  Falls. 

No  one  has  suggested  that  Chicago  should  not  have  every 
gallon  of  water  necessary  or  desirable  for  sanitary  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  great  work  of  her  drainage  canal.  She  is 
now  using  4,166  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  it  is  expected  and 
proposed  that  ultimately  a total  of  10,000  cubic  feet  may  be 
diverted,  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  sufficient  for  the  sanitary 
uses  of  a city  of  5,000,000  population.  This  amount  of  water 
would  be  equal  to  about  1,300  gallons  per  day  for  each  person 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  when  she  has  reached  5.000.000.  As 
Colonel  Ernst,  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission, 
said : “That  will  take  off  a good  deal  of  sewerage!” 


The  Chicago  newspapers  have  taken  the  view  that  the 
Niagara  preservation  agitation  has  procetded  at  the  instigation 
of  the  power  companies,  whom  they  accuse  of  “having  honey- 
combed the  American  bank  with  subterranean  waterways, 
greatly  reducing  the  flow  of  water  over  the  Falls.”  They  insist 
now  that  these  New  Yorkers  and  Canadians,  having  obtained 
all  the  water  they  want,  are  afraid  that  their  supply  may  be 
interfered  with  by  the  sanitary  necessities  of  Chicago. 

To  those  who  have  been  interested  in  the  movement  for  the 
preservation  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  have  expressed  at  every 
step  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  power  developments  at 
Niagara/this  claim  seems  very  interesting,  even  though  abso- 
lutely erroneous.  Undoubtedly,  all  of  Chicago’s  legitimate 
needs  for  water  will  be  cared  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
without  action  by  Congress. 

The  Will  of  the  People  Being  Expressed 

That  action  is  proceeding  all  over  the  country  in  defence  of 
Niagara  Falls  is  shown  by  the  following  resolutions,  passed  on 
November  2, -1906,  by  the  State  Forestry  Reservation  Commis- 
sion of  Pennsylvania. 

“Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  shown 
beyond  dispute  that  they  earnestly  desire  to  protect  our  great 
natural  inheritance,  Niagara  Falls,  from  further  encroach- 
ment, as  was  shown  in  the  wide-spread  efforts  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  June  29,  known  as  the  Burton  bill ; be  it, 
therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  president  and  the  members  of  the 
State  Forestry  Reservation  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  unanimously  urge  the : Secretary  of  War  to 
use  every  means  in  his  pow;er  to  prevent  further  encroachment 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Niagara  River,  believing  that  such  pre- 
vention of  further  encroachment  will  receive  the  sincere 
support  of  the  people  of  our  country.” 

Many  persons  believe  that  all  the  present  power  privileges 
should  be  unseated  and  the  Falls  restored  to  their  original 
majesty.  The  greedy  power  companies  have  themselves  to 
thank  for  this  view,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  that  of  all  the 
American  people  if  assaults  upon  the  Falls  be  continued.  A 
letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  City  Parks  Association 
of  Philadelphia,  representing  a large  number  of  subsidiary 
organizations,  to  Secretary  Taft,  strongly  points  this  view  that 
Niagara  should  be  restored  to  its  primeval  glory. 

“ The  City  Parks  Association  of  Philadelphia  protests  against 
the  consideration  of  Niagara  Falls  as  a mere  substitue  for  coal 
in  the  creation  of  dynamic  power.  We  urge,  not  merely  the 
complete  and  absolute  refusal  of  the  request  to  permit  the 
admission  of  160.000  electrical  horse-power  from  the  Canadian 
side,  but  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  power  houses  that  rear  their  ugly  heads  above  the  sur- 
face like  billboards  advertising  that  the  majesty  of  the  Falls  is 
merely  the  somewhat  interesting  mechanical  equivalent  of  cer- 
tain quantities  of  energy  from  the  use  of  which  the  stockholders 
of  certain  corporations  are  receiving  dividends  after  fully  pay- 
ing the  salaries  of  their  respective  officials 

“ It  is  our  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  the  present  attempt 
to  secure  a privilege  that,  once  given,  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  revoke,  will  be  frustrated  by  your  action,  and  that  it 
will  result  in  the  satisfactory  restoration  of  the  magnificence  of 
the  great  American  cataract.” 

Is  America  Poor  Enough  to  Give  Up  Niagara? 

If  America  is  rich  enough  to  own  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  larger  in  area  than  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  con- 
taining a waterfall  twice  the  height  of  Niagara,  is  she  not  able 
to  own,  undamaged  by  power  developments,  the  far  more 
accessible  Niagara  Falls  ? 

Central  Park,  in  New  York  City,  is  worth  at  present  real  es- 
tate figures,  $22*;, 000, 000.  The  total  capitalization  (including 
both  water  and  money)  of  the  Niagara  power  enterprises  is 
said  to  be  about  $40,000,000.  If  New  York  City  alone  can  af- 
ford Central  Park  for  health  and  pleasure,  cannot  the  whole 
wealthy  United  States  afford  to  hold  Niagara  Falls  for  glory, 
health  and  investment  ? 


Write  your  personal  protest  against  the  admission  of  Niagara-made  electrical  power  from  Canada  today. 
Address  Hon.  William  H.  Taft,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Imminent  Danger  to  Niagara  Falls 

THE  POWER  COMPANIES  TRYING  TO  DEFEAT  THE  PLAIN  PURPOSE  OF  THE 
BURTON  BILL  BY  BRINGING  IN  ENORMOUS  QUANTITIES  OF  POWER  FROM  CANADA 


A prompt  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  War  necessary  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  people,  which, 
as  expressed  by  President  Roosevelt,  is  that  “Nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  the  preservation  of  Niagara  Falls  in  all  their  beauty  and  majesty.” 


Canadian  Niagara  Danger 

The  hearing  to  take  place  before  Secretary  Taft,  November 
20,  1906,  at  Washington,  is  to  decide  as  to  what  quantities  of 
electrical  power,  generated  from  the  water  of  Niagara  river, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  from  Canada.  The 
Burton  bill  provides  that  not  exceeding  160,000  horse  power 
may  be  admitted,  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  that  he  may  within  six  months  also  issue  permits  for 
the  admission  of  additional  power  from  Canada  to  an  extent 
which,  in  connection  with  that  produced  on  the  Canadian  side, 
will  not  exceed  a total  of  350,000  horse  - power.  It  is  also 
expressly  provided  that  these  figures  are  not  to  be  construed  as 
a direction  to  admit  the  power,  but  merely  as  limitations.  The 
Secretary  controls  it  all,  under  the  law,  and  can  shut  it  all  out. 

Canadian  power  companies  propose  to  develop  a total  of 
about  425,000  horse-power,  and  it  might  be  thought  that  if  this 
power  is  not  sold  in  the  United  States  it  would  be  sold  in  Canada, 
so  that  it  would  make  little  difference  to  the  Falls  whether  the 
power  were  used  in  Canada  or  in  the  United  States. 

The  Hydro-Electric  Commission  of  the  Province  of  Ontario 
reported  recently  that  if  all  the  industries  within  electric  radius 
of  Niagara,  in  Canada,  were  to  discard  their  engines  and  use 
electricity,  a total  of  less  than  50,000  horse-power  might  be 
used.  At  present,  not  half  this  amount  is  being  developed  and 
used  by  Canadian  industries.  Barely  ten  per  cent  of  the  vast 
amount  of  power  proposed  to  be  developed  in  Canada  can  be 
used  within  five  years  in  that  country,  and,  if  the  power  is  not 
transmitted  to  the  United  States,  it  will  not  be  developed,  and 
the  Falls  will  not  be  depleted.  Thus  the  United  States  does 
have  power  in  Canada  in  respect  to  Niagara-made  electricity. 
If  Secretary  Taft  refuses  admission  to  the  electric  power  gen- 
erated in  Canada,  the  water  which  would  have  generated  it 
will  continue,  instead,  to  fall  in  majesty  over  the  great  cataract. 

A Tremendous  Depletion  of  Niagara  Proposed 

The  power-developing  companies  are  always  very  anxious 
to  convey  the  impression  that  the  amount  of  water  they  want 
to  take  from  the  Niagara  river  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty 
of  the  Falls.  A recent  examination  of  the  tail-races  and  chan- 
nels intended  to  return  the  water  to  the  Niagara  river  after  it 
has  been  used  in  the  great  turbine  wheels  of  the  existing  Cana- 
dian power  plants,  shows  that  their  aggregate  section  is  68  x 72 
feet.  The  velocity  of  the  water  now  beginning  to  rush  through 
these  vast  channels  is  at  least  five  times  that  of  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river.  Is  it  likely  that  the  volume  of  water  which  will  pass  at 
Niagara  speed,  through  a channel  as  wide  as  a city  boulevard, 
and  as  deep  as  a six-story  office  building,  will  not  make  any 
difference  in  the  volume  of  the  Falls? 

Another  computation  shows  that  the  water  it  is  proposed  to 
abstract  on  the  Canadian  side  alone  would  make  a rapidly  flow- 
ing river  1,685  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep.  It  is  said  that  this 
will  have  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  scenic  grandeur  of 
Niagara  Falls,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  sober  finding  of 
the  American  members  of  the  International  Waterways  Com- 
mission that  “the  glory  of  Niagara  Falls  lies  in  its  volume  of 
water  rather  than  its  height  or  in  the  surrounding  scenery.” 
Will  the  withdrawal  of  a deep  river,  nearly  a third  of  a mile 
wide,  at  Niagara  speed,  make  no  difference  ? 

A careful  comparison  has  been  made  of  the  effect  of  the 


withdrawal  of  the  water  above  Niagara  Falls  for  which  engage- 
ments have  already  been  entered  into,  under  temporary  permits 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  volume  of  water  thus 
withdrawn  will  more  than  equal  the  present  average  outflow  at 
their  mouths  of  the  Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  livers  com- 
bined. Even  if  no  further  permits  are  granted,  this  amount  will 
inevitably  be  increased  by  the  additional  water  required  for  the 
Chicago  Drainage  Canal  and  the  Welland  Canal.  Will  any  one 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  enough  water  to  equal  that 
passed  into  the  ocean  by  the  three  great  rivers  named  cannot 
be  noticed  at  Niagara?  Of  course,  if  the  Canadians  continue  to 
narrow  the  Horseshoe  Fall — they  have  already  cut  off  500  feet 
of  it  to  accommodate  a power  company! — the  difference  will 
not  be  quite  so  noticeable. 

Considering  strictly  the  diversions  already  authorized  on 
the  American  side,  the  amount  likely  to  be  used  in  Canada,  and 
that  which  would  be  required  for  the  160,000  horse-power 
which  Secretary  Taft  has  been  asked  to  admit,  the  total 
amount  of  water  to  be  withdrawn  for  power  and  sanitary  pur- 
poses would  exceed  38,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  If  this  should 
be  considered  as  possessing  an  average  velocity  of  eight  feet 
per  second,  which  is  the  lowest  estimate  placed  upon  Niagara 
speed  near  the  shore,  and  not  in  the  center  of  the  rapids,  the 
volume  of  water  thus  to  be  withdrawn  would  equal  the  com- 
bined outflow  at  their  mouths  of  the  Susquehanna,  Potomac, 
Hudson,  Delaware  and  James  rivers.  Is  it  less  than  absurd  to 
suggest  that  the  withdrawal  of  so  vast  an  amount  of  water 
would  not  have  an  appreciable  effect  upon  the  Falls? 

The  engineers  who  insist  that  no  damage  will  be  done  to  the 
Falls,  and  those  who  bring  the  oldest  inhabitant  at  Niagara  to 
testify  that  he  cannot  see  any  difference,  have  also  insisted  that 
the  American  Fall  has  an  average  depth  of  four  feet.  Colonel 
Ernst  has  said  “They  do  not  know;  there  is  no  way  to  find  out. 
Some  parts  of  it  I know  are  not  over  a foot  deep.”  Unpreju- 
diced engineers  attached  to  the  two  great  reservations  at 
Niagara  have  reported  that  this  average  depth  of  water  over 
the  American  Fall  is  less  than  two  feet. 

Who  Benefits  by  Niagara  Power? 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  benefits  of  cheap  power  at 
Niagara,  but  little  has  been  said  as  to  who  is  to  get  these 
benefits.  A collateral  instance  may  well  be  cited.  It  is  an 
abstract  from  a paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Lyon,  Secretary  of  the 
Western  Ontario  Municipal  Niagara  Power  Union,  delivered  at 
Toronto,  August  29,  1906.  He  takes  into  comparison  the 
recently  completed  destruction  of  the  beautiful  Falls  of  Mont- 
morency, near  Montreal,  and  tells  us  what  may  be  expected. 

“Now  what  can  we  expect  from  private  development  of  our 
waterpower?  Take  Montreal  as  an  example.  At  first  there  were 
three  competing  companies  and  power  was  sold  at  about  $40 
per  horse-power.  But,  as  is  always  the  case,  they  amalgamated, 
with  the  result  that  power  was  advanced  to  from  $50  to  $150 
per  horse-power,  and  it  is  openly  stated,  and  not  contradicted 
that  they  are  now  paying  7 per  cent  dividends  on  $24,000,000 
of  capital  with  only  $7,000,000  invested.  It  is  simply  a question 
of  what  the  traffic  will  bear.  As  cheap  as  coal  or  a little 
cheaper,  is  their  motto.  Now,  what  is  electric  energy  worth 
under  such  conditions?  It  is  of  little  value  to  the  public; 
nearly  all  the  value  belongs  to  the  companies  selling  the  power. 


Issued  by  the  American  Civic  Association,  which  has  led  in  the  fight  for  Niagara  Preservation.  Additional  copies  may  be  had  on  mail  or 
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can  Toronto  expect  from  Niagara  under  company  devel- 
opment ? There  is,  first,  the  Electric  Development  Company, 
then  the  Transmission  Company,  then  the  Distributing  Com- 
pany, then  the  Street  Railway  Company.  Toronto  has  had 
enough  experience  with  the  Street  Railway  Company  to  know 
what  to  expect.  Practically  the  same  men  control  each  and  all 
of  the  above-named  companies.  Each  company  is  expected  to 
water  its  own  stock,  each  would  pay  large  dividends,  and  the 
foundation  of  all  is  Niagara  Falls.’’ 

It  is  a fact  that  a network  of  corporations  already  stands 
between  the  water  of  which  Niagara  is  to  bs  robbed  and  the 
aspiring  user  of  electric  power.  Buffalo,  the  large  city  closest 
to  Niagara,  has  not  had  any  reduction  of  price  in  its  electricity, 
except  that  under  threat  of  a municipally  owned  coal  driven 
plant,  the  price  of  lights  was  recently  reduced  from  $75  to  #56 
per  year,  the  latter  figure  being  $9  more  than  equivalent  lights 
are  sold  for  elsewhere  from  coal  made  electricity.  It  is  also 
said  that  already  arrangements  are  being  made  to  combine  the 
Niagara  properties  into  a trust,  through  the  medium  of  “a 
holding  company,”  including  one  American  and  three  Canadian 
companies. 

Killing  the  Goose  That  Lays  the  Golden  Egg 

The  International  Waterways  Commission  has  reported  that 
over  800,000  persons  visit  Niagara  Falls  every  year.  A conser- 
vative estimate  places  the  revenue,  which  is  widely  distributed, 
from  these  tourists  at  not  less  than  $16,000,000  a year.  That 
the  estimate  is  probably  conservative  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  on  a recent  day  18,000  persons  took  the  Gorge  ride  alone 
at  Niagara  Falls,  paying  each  one  dollar  therefor  to  the  com- 
panies which  obtain  electricity  from  Niagara  water  for  nothing, 
and  which,  having  the  opportunity,  charged  a dollar  for  a ride 
of  less  than  ten  miles.  To  destroy  Niagara  as  a scenic  spec- 
tacle would  certainly  not  increase  this  vast  tourist  business. 
Indeed,  to  destroy  the  Falls  would  be,  as  expressed  by  an 
interested  Frenchman,  who  insisted  that  the  Falls  belong 
to  all  the  world,  “ a harm  to  all  our  fellow-men.” 

The  Only  Way  to  Preserve  Niagara 

The  only  way  in  which  Niagara  can  be  safely  held  for  all 
the  people  as  a scenic  wonder  is  to  sharply  limit  or  altogether 
protect  the  use  of  its  water  for  the  production  of  power.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  twice  urged  upon  Congress  his  views  that 
Niagara  should  be  preserved  in  all  her  glory,  and  Congress  has, 
in  turn,  urged  upon  President  Roosevelt  the  institution  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  making  of  a treaty  with  Great  Britain  to  forever 
preserve  Niagara  Falls.  Such  negotiations  have  been  begun,  but 
they  can  be  of  little  effect  unless  the  United  States  shows,  by 
declining  to  receive  from  Canada  the  electricity  there  produced 
from  water  which  depletes  the  Falls,  that  she  really  means  to 
place  the  glories  of  scenery  above  the  profits  of  her  corpora- 
tions. A remonstrance  by  letter  or  telegram  to  Secretary  Taft 
before  the  hearing  of  November  20  will  aid  in  expressing  the 
will  of  any  interested  individual  that  Niagara  be  preserved 
unharmed. 

Niagara  Preservation  No  Harm  to  Chicago 

A most  erroneous  impression  has  arisen  in  Chicago  in  re- 
lation to  the  water  required  to  be  taken  from  Lake  Michigan 
for  the  use  of  the  Chicago  Drainage  Canal,  and  which  the 
engineers  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission  insist 
must  be  considered  as  reducing  the  level  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
thus  as  depleting  Niagara  Falls. 

No  one  has  suggested  that  Chicago  should  not  have  every 
gallon  of  water  necessary  or  desirable  for  sanitary  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  great  work  of  her  drainage  canal.  She  is 
now  using  4,166  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  it  is  expected  and 
proposed  that  ultimately  a total  of  10,000  cubic  feet  may  be 
diverted,  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  sufficient  for  the  sanitary 
uses  of  a city  of  5,000,000  population.  This  amount  of  water 
would  be  equal  to  about  1,300  gallons  per  day  for  each  person 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  when  she  has  reached  5.000.000.  As 
Colonel  Ernst,  of  the  International  Waterways  Commission, 
said:  “That  will  take  off  a good  deal  of  sewerage!’’ 


The  Chicago  newspapers  have  taken  the  view  that  the 
Niagara  preservation  agitation  has  proceeded  at  the  instigation 
of  the  power  companies,  whom  they  accuse  of  “having  honey- 
combed the  American  bank  with  subterranean  waterways, 
greatly  reducing  the  flow  of  water  over  the  Falls.”  They  insist 
now  that  these  New  Yorkers  and  Canadians;  having  obtained 
all  the  water  they  want,  are  afraid  that  their  supply  may  be 
interfered  with  by  the  sanitary  necessities  of  Chicago. 

To  those  who  have  been  interested  in  the  movement  for  the 
preservation  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  have  expressed  at  every 
step  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  power  developments  at 
Niagara,  this  claim  seems  very  interesting,  even  though  abso- 
lutely erroneous.  Undoubtedly,  all  of  Chicago’s  legitimate 
needs  for  water  will  be  cartd  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
without  action  by  Congress. 

The  Will  of  the  People  Being  Expressed 

That  action  is  proceeding  all  over  the  country  in  defence  of 
Niagara  Falls  is  shown  by  the  following  resolutions,  passed  on 
November  2,  1906,  by  the  State  Forestry  Reservation  Commis- 
sion of  Pennsylvania. 

“Whereas,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have,  shown 
beyond  dispute  that  they  earnestly  desire  to  protect  our  great 
natural  inheritance,  Niagara  Falls,  from  further  encroach- 
ment, as  was  shown  in  the  wide-spread  efforts  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Act  of  June  29,  known  as  the  Burton  bill ; be  it, 
therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  the  president  and  the  members  of  the 
State  Forestry  Reservation  Commission  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  unanimously  urge  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
use  every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  further  encroachment 
upon  the  waters  of  the  Niagara  River,  believing  that  such  pre- 
vention of  further  encroachment  will  receive  the  sincere 
support  of  the  people  of  our  country.” 

Many  persons  believe  that  all  the  present  power  privileges 
should  be  unseated  and  the  Falls  restored  to  their  original 
majesty.  The  greedy  power  companies  have  themselves  to 
thank  for  this  view,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  that  of  all  the 
American  people  if  assaults  upon  the  Falls  be  continued.  A 
letter  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  City  Parks  Association 
of  Philadelphia,  representing  a large  number  of  subsidiary 
organizations,  to  Secretary  Taft,  strongly  points  this  view  that 
Niagara  should  be  restored  to  its  primeval  glory. 

1 ‘ The  City  Parks  Association  of  Philadelphia  protests  against 
the  consideration  of  Niagara  Falls  as  a mere  substitue  for  coal 
in  the  creation  of  dynamic  power.  We  urge,  not  merely  the 
complete  and  absolute  refusal  of  the  request  to  permit  the 
admission  of  160.000  electrical  horse-power  from  the  Canadian 
side,  but  immediate  and  vigorous  action  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  power  houses  that  rear  their  ugly  heads  above  the  sur- 
face like  billboards  advertising  that  the  majesty  of  the  Falls  is 
merely  the  somewhat  interesting  mechanical  equivalent  of  cer- 
tain quantities  of  energy  from  the  use  of  which  the  stockholders 
of  certain  corporations  are  receiving  dividends  after  fully  pay- 
ing the  salaries  of  their  respective  officials 

“It  is  our  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  the  present  attempt 
to  secure  a privilege  that,  once  given,  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  revoke,  will  be  frustrated  by  your  action,  and  that  it 
will  result  in  the  satisfactory  restoration  of  the  magnificence  of 
the  great  American  cataract.” 

Is  America  Poor  Enough  to  Give  Up  Niagara? 

If  America  is  rich  enough  to  own  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  larger  in  area  than  the  state  of  Connecticut,  and  con- 
taining a waterfall  twice  the  height  of  Niagara,  is  she  not  able 
to  own,  undamaged  bv  power  developments,  the  far  more 
accessible  Niagara  Falls  ? 

Central  Park,  in  New  York  City,  is  worth  at  present  real  es- 
tate figures,  $22<;.ooo,ooo.  The  total  capitalization  (including 
both  water  and  money)  of  the  Niagara  power  enterprises  is 
said  to  be  about  $40. 000,000.  If  New  York  City  alone  can  af- 
ford Central  Park  for  health  and  pleasure,  cannot  the  whole 
wealthy  United  States  afford  to  hold  Niagara  Falls  for  glory, 
health  and  investment  ? 


Write  your  personal  protest  against  the  admission  of  Niagara-made  electrical  power  from  Canada  today. 
Address  Hon.  William  H.  Taft,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


